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INTRODUCTION MATERIALS AND METHODS
The recently completed LIFE MODERN (NEC) project tested new indicators The study considered the ten permanent forest sites of the Italian NEC Directive
related to the functional diversity of various groups of organisms. Its goal Network. In the spring and summer of 2023 and 2024, we surveyed the biodiversity of:

* Epiphytic lichens (ICP Forests method; LDV sampling grid)
* Bats and birds (passive acoustic monitoring recorders method)
 Understorey plants (ICP Forests method)

was to identify sensitive and effective indicators for forest ecosystem
monitoring, and support their integration into routine methods used by
Italian and European monitoring networks.

The Italian NEC Directive Network
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To assess whether the taxonomic groups monitored
within the NEC Directive Network respond
consistently and covary across different forest
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